






3 13And who is there to harm you if you 
prove zealous for what is good? 14But even 

if you should suffer for the sake of 
righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO 
NOT FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO 
NOT BE IN DREAD, 15but sanctify Christ as 
Lord in your hearts, always being ready to 
make a defense to everyone who asks you 
to give an account for the hope that is in 

you, but with gentleness and respect;



16and keep a good conscience so that in 
the thing in which you are slandered, 

those who disparage your good behavior 
in Christ will be put to shame. 17For it is 
better, if God should will it so, that you 

suffer for doing what is right rather than 
for doing what is wrong. 





18For Christ also suffered for sins once for 
all time, the just for the unjust, so that He 
might bring us to God, having been put to 
death in the flesh, but made alive in spirit; 

19in which He also went and made 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 



20who once were disobedient when the 
patience of God kept waiting in the days of 
Noah, during the construction of the ark, 

in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
brought safely through the water. 

21Corresponding to that, baptism now 
saves you-not the removal of dirt from the 

flesh, but an appeal to God for a good 
conscience-through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ,



22who is at the right hand of God, having 
gone into heaven, after angels and 

authorities and powers had been subjected 
to Him. 





4 1Therefore, since Christ has suffered in 
the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 
purpose, because the one who has suffered 
in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2so as to 

live the rest of the time in the flesh no 
longer for human lusts, but for the will of 

God. 



3For the time already past is sufficient for 
you to have carried out the desires of the 

Gentiles, having pursued a course of 
indecent behavior, lusts, drunkenness, 
carousing, drinking parties, and wanton 

idolatries. 4In all this, they are surprised that 
you do not run with them in the same 

excesses of debauchery, and they slander 
you; 



5but they will give an account to Him who is 
ready to judge the living and the dead. 6For 

the gospel has for this purpose been 
preached even to those who are dead, that 

though they are judged in the flesh as 
people, they may live in the spirit according 

to the will of God. 





7The end of all things is near; therefore, be 
of sound judgment and sober spirit for the 
purpose of prayer. 8Above all, keep fervent 

in love for one another, because love covers 
a multitude of sins. 9Be hospitable to one 
another without complaint. 10As each one 

has received a special gift, employ it in 
serving one another as good stewards of 

the multifaceted grace of God. 



11Whoever speaks is to do so as one who is 
speaking actual words of God; whoever 

serves is to do so as one who is serving by 
the strength which God supplies; so that in 

all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory 

and dominion forever and ever. Amen.




